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women began to feel as much at home in one domain as
in the other.

Tamakatsura, after that first encounter on the night
when the mummers danced in front of the palace, had
continued her friendship with Murasald. The newcomer's
evident desire for cordial relations would in any case have
been hard to withstand. But it was also apparent that she
was extremely intelligent and at the same time very easy
to get on with; so that she was soon a general favourite
in the palace.

As has been said, her suitors were numerous; but Genji
had not as yet shown any sign of encouraging one rather
than another. His feelings upon the subject were indeed
very fluctuating. To begin with, he had no confidence in
his own capacity to go on playing his present fatherly part
with success. Something must be done soon; and he
often thought that the first step must be to enlighten To
no Chujo as to the girl's identity. So long as he hesitated
to do so, the situation was very embarrassing. For whereas
Yugiri had formed the habit of going constantly in and out
of her room in a manner which very much embarrassed her,
but which it was impossible to criticize, since all the world
believed him to be her brother (and it must be confessed
that he never attempted to behave with anything else than
brotherly affection), To no Chujo's sons whose intimacy
with Yugiri brought them frequently to the house, pressed
upon her attentions of an unmistakable sort, which she,
knowing her true relationship to these young men, was
at a loss how to receive. She would very much have liked
her real father at any rate to know of her present position;
but she made no attempt to get into communication with
Mm, for she had complete confidence that Genji, who
would not do so much for her unless he wished her well,
must know far better than she what policy it^was best to